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Rafal Smoczynski

Taking part in the Swedish Institute Fellowship at the ACSIS I was able to sharpen the skills which are vital to pursue a successful academic career. My research interest benefited from intellectual diversity of the ACSIS’s faculty. Contemporary social sciences demonstrate a multidisciplinary approach, therefore for researchers in social sciences, training in rich and diverse academic environment becomes an urgent necessity. Having been a postdoctoral researcher at the Linkoping University where the broad range of research fields was represented resulted in gaining insights into many aspects of the contemporary social sciences and theory of culture. Particularly I developed insights related to moral panics and discourse theory as well as I started research in new economic sociology. 

 I was also exposed to new thinking on the problem of working in cross-cultural environments and have obtained a portion of knowledge on networking. Developing these competences aimed at strengthening my interdisciplinary competencies by stimulating innovation and forge links between other researchers who do such studies at the Linkoping University. Under this sort of activity I have improved quality of my research and enhanced my profile. This intensified international exchange created a strong potential for academic development and professional maturity. The postdoctoral programme was also very helpful to improve my presentation and communication skills.
In terms of practical arrangements the ACSIS provided the academic infrastructure which was necessary to complete my fellowship. I was provided with office space and a networked computer with full internet access and e-mail/wordprocessing software. I had also access to nationally acclaimed University Library which was one minute walk away from the ACSIS Building.
