Some notes on cultural research in Israel

- How are culturally oriented (or cultural studies) scholars getting funding for their research there?
Culturally oriented research in Israel, as all research in the social sciences and the humanities in Israel, has limited sources for funding. Most universities have internal funds that researchers can apply to, but these are usually quite limited in scope. Otherwise, there are three major funds that researchers usually apply to for funding:

a. ISF – the Israel Science Foundation, funded by the Israeli Academy of Sciences. 

b. GIF – German-Israeli Foundation, funding joint research between Israeli and German researchers.

c. BSF – United States Israel Binational Science foundation

In addition, there are occasionally some EU funding projects that Israeli researchers can apply to, as well as other short term or limited funding occasionally offered by public bodies.  

- Which main current trends affect the situation for cultural research where you are?
As cultural research is divided between disciplines, it is hard to point to specific trends. Generally speaking, issues concerning the (de-)construction of national culture, mostly from a critical perspective towards Zionist ideology and narratives, are still in focus. In media and communication studies, there is some emphasis on reception studies.

- Which main obstacles are discussed there and/or experienced by you? 
Obstacles: I'm not sure what is meant here. Anyway, I can point to two things that come to mind. First, given the structure of universities, young researchers working in 'cultural studies' find it hard to get academic jobs, because they never fully fit in established disciplines (literature, communication, sociology etc.); second, language of publication is sometimes an obstacle. There are very few journals in Hebrew that will accept articles in cultural studies. On the other hand, publication in English is encouraged mostly in the social sciences, much less in the humanities. Consequently, young scholars in cultural studies find it hard to produce a viable publication record – especially in the international community. 

- Are there efforts to make  publication measurements more relevant to humanities research?
I am not aware of any efforts to apply publication measurement in the humanities. However, being myself a sociologist, I do not really know about this point in the humanities. 

- Is there any debate on (or good solutions for) how to handle interdisciplinary applications fairly in a funding system that often respect disciplinary boundaries?
I am not aware of any debate on fair distribution of funding. As elsewhere, the big research money goes to the natural sciences etc. The emphasis on 'empirical research' of course does not work in favor of cultural research, certainly not in the humanities. The ISF has separate research committees for judging research applications in each discipline. I believe that committees in the humanities or in sociology may occasionally judge favorably cultural research applications that are not strictly within the disciplines. But this is not an official policy. It depends on the changing membership of the committees.
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