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PREFACE

It is with great pride that we here present the programme of our second large confe-
rence for all areas and branches of cultural studies! The Advanced Cultural Studies
Institute of Sweden ACSIS is a national centre for interdisciplinary and international
networking in the field of cultural studies, with a wide range of activities (http://www.
acsis.liu.se). The 11-13 June event “INTER: A European Cultural Studies Conference
in Sweden” is its second large conference. The first one in June 2005 gathered 300
people from all over Sweden to the first national conference for cultural studies. 91
papers are published on the web by Linképing University Electronic Press (http://
www.ep.liu.se/ecp/015/), and as a result, we also published an edited book on cultural
studies in Sweden, Kulturstudier i Sverige (Studentlitteratur 2007). This upcoming
2007 conference has a broader, European scope, and is therefore also engaging the
European branch of the international Association for Cultural Studies ACS.

The INTER keyword is meant to summarise a series of challenges and opportunities
for cultural studies as a kind of borderland field, each of which will be in focus one
of the three days: spatial internationalisation, temporal interepochality and organisa-
tional interdisciplinarity. Which does the European project mean for cultural identi-
ties and cultural research today? How has the role and position of culture and cultural
research changed in society? How to deal with the boundaries between academic
disciplines and subfields? The many inspiring sessions and innovative papers that
have been proposed and will be presented here testify to the potential vitality of this
research field. However, cultural studies is no securely established category. This is
not least true of European cultural studies. Many have argued that there is no such
thing at all, as there is no specific theoretical canon and no strong organisational
frames linking this continent and distinguishing it from the rest of this glocal field.
Whereas there are some germinal local, national and regional networks, for instance
in Sweden and the Nordic countries, it seems as if Europe is no obvious point of
identification for most of the papers and speakers at this conference. This mirrors
EU’s much-discussed difficulty finding a social and cultural basis for its collective
project, combined with the fussiness of the cultural studies field at large. This confe-
rence thus has to grapple the overlapping obstacles of finding ways to construct
both at least some kind of European identity and a cultural studies identity, without
having recourse to any given entity or institutional framework to fall back on. How
this may be developed is up to the conference participants to collectively explore.
Whatever the result may be, we feel sure that the process itself will be instructive
in highlighting the present conditions for cultural research across spatial, temporal
and academic borders.

The conference includes five plenary sessions, one evening session with the ACS,
another one with the Swedish network for cultural studies, a reception at the City
Hall of Norrkoping, a conference dinner, and some 40 group-sessions covering a
range of fascinating topics. After the conference, we again aim to publish papers elec-
tronically at LiU EP, and also strive to edit an anthology that documents the present
state of European cultural studies. The national board of the ACSIS has served as a
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programme committee for the conference, and Andreas Gunnarsson, David Cardell
and other local supporters have assisted in planning and organising the event. The
Bank of Sweden Tercentenary Foundation (Stiftelsen Riksbankens Jubileumsfond),
the Swedish Research Council (Vetenskapsradet), the Wenner-Gren Foundations
(Wenner-Gren Stiftelserna), Linkoping University and the city of Norrkoping have
offered the support needed to make this possible. We are first of all grateful to
everyone who generously puts unsalaried work and commitment into this effort to
advance cultural studies in Sweden and in Europe.

Welcome to Norrkoping, to ACSIS and to the borderlands of cultural studies!

Johan Fornds

Director of the Advanced Cultural Studies Institute of Sweden (ACSIS)

Vice Chair of the international Association for Cultural Studies (ACS)

PhD, Professor at the Department of Culture Studies (Tema Kultur och samhalle,
“Tema Q”)

Linkoping University, Sweden

fornas@acsis.liu.se

http://www.johanfornas.se

Bodil Axelsson

Conference organiser

PhD, Lecturer and Researcher at the Department of Culture Studies (Tema Q)
Linkoping University, Sweden

bodax@isak.liu.se

http://www.acsis.liu.se
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GENERAL INFORMATION

The Inter conference is held at Louis De Geer Congress & Concert Hall, which is
located in the centre of Norrkoping. Plenary sessions take place in the building called
Flygeln (see map on the back of this book), at monday and tuesday. Wednesdays
plenary sessions take place in Hemerycksalen. From the big hall in Flygeln, it is
possible to walk inside the building directly to the seminar rooms, where paper
sessions are held.

ATM machines, stores and restaurants are found by the nearby square
Skvallertorget, which is a central meeting point for university people. Walking within
the city is easy. Four big avenues called "Promenader” frame the city centre, all
with characteristic tree plantations except the western avenue Kungsgatan. The
main street of the city, Drottninggatan, runs in the middle from north to south, with
plenty of restaurants, drug stores, shopping facilities and an exchange office (Forex
at Drottninggatan 46). The street starts in the south by the art museum on Sédra
Promenaden, passing by a series of shopping centres until it ends at the railway
station on Norra Promenaden, just next to the city hall Norrkopings Stadshus
(Hotellgatan 3), to which Norrkoping City Council invites all conference participants
to a reception on Monday evening. The entrance is next to the cactus plantation.

Taxis can be reserved via phone: +46 (0)11 100100 (Taxibil), +46 (0)11 160000
(Vikbolandstaxi) or +46 (0)11 140000 (Taxikurir).

The conference centre registration desk will be in service during scheduled
breaks.

Questions regarding schedule, sessions etc. are answered by conference organiser
Bodil Axelsson, +46 (0)11 363409, +46 (0)703 915294, bodax@isak liu.se, or by the
conference co-organiser David Cardell, +46 (0)703 020898, david@konkretdjungel.se.

Conference premises at Louis De Geer Congress & Concert Hall and Linkoping
University, listed as follows:

F Flygeln conference hall (Flygeln, Louis De Geer)
FI1-F8  Flygeln seminar rooms (Flygeln, Louis De Geer)
H Hemerycksalen (Louis De Geer)

T Trozellirummet (Louis De Geer)

S3 Strykbridan, 37 floor (Linkoping University)

The use of the swedish flag 3= signals that a session is in swedish only.
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PROGRAMME

MONDAY 11 JUNE: INTER/SPATIALITY LOCATION
09.00 Registration, coffee.

10.30  Welcome, introduction, information. F

11.00  Cultural borders and links of Europe. F

1245  Lunch.

13.45  Cultural research networks and frameworks of Europe. F

15.30  Coffee.

16.00  Parallel group sessions. F1-8, S3
17.45  The Association for Cultural Studies in Europe. S3

19.30  Reception at Norrkopings Stadshus.

TUESDAY 12 JUNE: INTER/TEMPORALITY

09.00  Culturalisation as discursive and material practice. F

10.45  Coffee.

11.15  Culturalisation as retrospective and proactive reflexivity. F

13.00  Lunch.

14.00  Parallel group sessions. F1-8,S3, T
1545  Coffee.

16.15 Parallel group sessions. F1-8,S3, T
18.00  Meeting of the Network for Cultural Studies in Sweden. amm S3

19.30  Conference dinner in Virmekyrkan.

WEDNESDAY 13 JUNE: INTER/DISCIPLINARITY

09.00  Parallel group sessions. F1-8, S3
10.45  Coffee.

11.15  Parallel group sessions. F1-8,S3
13.00  Lunch.

14.00  The interstices of cultural research. H

15.45  Closing words. H

16.00  Departure.

8 - INTRODUCTION



PLENARY SESSIONS

MONDAY, 10.30:

WELCOME, INTRODUCTION, INFORMATION.

+ Bodil Axelsson, ACSIS Conference Organiser and Lecturer at the Department of
Culture Studies (Tema Q), Linképing University

- Alvaro Pina, Professor of English and Dean of the Faculty of Letters, Lisbon
University, PO.

+ Johan Fornis, ACSIS Director and Professor at the Department of Culture Studies
(Tema Q), Linképing University

+ David Cardell, ACSIS Conference Co-Organiser

MONDAY, 11.00:

CULTURAL BORDERS AND LINKS OF EUROPE.

Europe’s external and internal borders are today renegotiated through the political,
economic, social and cultural processes of the EU identity project, and crossed by
transnational flows of media, migrants, tourism, corporations and social movements.
“United in diversity” is the official EU motto, but what do Europe, nation, city and
local place mean in the glocal world? Can citizenships and collective identities be
redefined so as to affirm openness and connectivity? Where does Europe stand
in the balance between universalism, nationalism and regionalism? Which are the
dominant competing models of Europe as fortress, federation, network or border-
land? Does Europe have a unique role to play, and which are then the specific poten-
tials, risks, responsibilities and tasks for Europe in the present phase of modernity,
globalisation or cosmopolitanism?

+ Speaker 1: Paul Gilroy, Professor of Sociology, London School of Economics and
Political Science LSE, UK: “Multi-culture, Citizens and Denizens”.

+ Speaker 2: Gerard Delanty, Professor of Sociology and Head of School of Sociology
and Social Policy, University of Liverpool, UK: “Peripheries and Borders in a
Post-Western Europe”.

« Commentator: Peo Hansen, Associate Professor at the Department of Ethnic Studies,
Linképing University, SE.

» Moderator: Orvar Lofgren, Professor of Ethnology, Lund University, SE.

MONDAY, 13.45:

CULTURAL RESEARCH NETWORKS AND FRAMEWORKS OF EUROPE.

Cultural research is increasingly affected by the new European socioscape, with
intensified collaboration as well as competition between its countries and subre-
gions. The field of cultural studies has a diverse trajectory, shape and function in
each of them, as a crossroad for trans- and interdisciplinary linkage. How does the
transnational spread of cultural studies meet the growing EU involvement in cultural
research? How can critical researchers respond to intensified societal demands for
usefulness and “added value”? Which convincing and sustainable arguments are

INTRODUCTION - 9



there for cultural studies? Which new forms of border-crossing cooperation should
be cultivated in this field?

+ Speaker 1: Tony Bennett, Professor of Sociology and Director of ESRC Centre for
Research on Socio-Cultural Change, Open University, Milton Keynes,UK: "Cultural
Capital, Class, Cultural Policy”.

« Speaker 2: Kirsten Drotner, Professor at the Department of Literature, Culture
& Media; Founding director of DREAM (Danish Research Centre on Education and
Advanced Media Materials), South Denmark University, Odense, DK: “Boundaries
and Bridges in Trans-European Cultural Research”.

» Moderator: Maths Isacson, Professor of Economic History, Uppsala University, SE.

MONDAY, 17.45:

THE ASSOCIATION FOR CULTURAL STUDIES IN EUROPE.
Evening session with the European branch of the ACS.

« Speaker 1: Mikko Lehtonen, Professor of Media Culture, University of Tampere, FI.

« Speaker 2: Alvaro Pina, Professor of English and Dean of the Faculty of Letters,
Lisbon University, PO.

+ Speaker 3: Anne Scott Sgrensen, Associate Professor at the Center for Cultural
Studies, Department of Literature, Culture and Media, South Denmark University,
Odense, DK.

+ Moderator: Johan Fornis, ACSIS Director and Professor at the Department of
Culture Studies (Tema Q), Linképing University, SE.

TUESDAY, 09.00:

CULTURALISATION AS DISCURSIVE AND MATERIAL PRACTICE.

There is a widespread speak of aestheticization and culturalisation of everything from
politics and economy to media, identities and everyday life. Arguments for an increasing
importance of culture have been used to argue for a new centrality of cultural factors in
regional planning and sustainable development, but also to legitimate cultural research.
But what is the foundation of this discourse? What is myth and what can be confirmed in
the ideas of culture unbound from traditional fetters and radically expanding its societal
role? In which respects does the cultural sector or dimension really grow? What does the
culturalisation thesis imply, as a diagnostic and political instrument?

+ Speaker 1: Gerhard Schulze, Professor of Methods in Empirical Social Research,
Bamberg University, DE: “Logic of Expansion, Logic of Being: Integrating the
Dissociated Paths of Modernity in the 21st Century”.

+ Speaker 2: Joke Hermes, Professor of Qualitative Research in Public Opinion
Formation. INHOLLAND University, NE: "The (multiple) Realities of Cultural
Citizenship”

+ Commentator: Tom O’Dell, Associate Professor at the Department of Service
Management, Campus Helsingborg, Lund University, SE.

+ Moderator: Erling Bjurstrém, Professor at the Department of Culture Studies (Tema Q),
Linképing University, SE.

10 - INTRODUCTION



TUESDAY, 11.15:

CULTURALISATION AS RETROSPECTIVE AND PROACTIVE REFLEXIVITY.

Culturalisation talk is often trendy “contemporeanism”, but with a moment of recol-
lection, projecting accumulated historical memories into a progressing future. How
is the past made available to shape collective identities and leave new traces across
generations? How do forms of private and public collecting, mediated storytelling,
local monuments and national museums change in our time? How do various uses of
history relate to distinctions of fact/fiction, art/politics, nation/world, nature/culture
and us/them?

» Speaker 1: Regina Bendix, Professor of Folklore and Anthropology, Géttingen
University, DE: "CP, TK, TCE & Co.: The end of Freewheeling Culturalization?”

+ Speaker 2: Annette Kuhn, Professor at the School of Modern Languages, Queen
Mary University of London, UK: "Cultural Memory Work: Intersections of the
Personal and the Collective in Visual Discourses”.

+ Commentator: Bengt Kristensson Uggla, Amos Anderson Professor of Philosophy, Culture
and Management, Department of Business Studies, Abo Akademi University, FI.

+ Moderator: Karin Becker, Professor at the Department of Journalism, Media &
Communication (JMK), Stockholm University, SE.

TUESDAY, 18.00:

MEETING OF THE NETWORK FOR CULTURAL STUDIES IN SWEDEN (IN SWEDISH).

This network was formed during the first national Cultural Studies conference in
Sweden, 2005. This meeting is a possibility to discuss future tasks.

« Chairs: Johan Fornis & Sofia Seifarth, ACSIS.

WEDNESDAY, 14.00:

THE INTERSTICES OF CULTURAL RESEARCH.

There is a widespread policy discourse on the values of interdisciplinary work, but
many external and internal obstacles to fulfil these potentials and ambitions. How
can the humanities’ focus on works and voices be combined with the structural
contextualisation of social sciences? Which useful models exist of crossing disci-
plinary boundaries, from interarts studies to centres of excellence and “mode 2”
universities? What convincing arguments can today be put forward for the use and
meaning of cultural research?

« Speaker 1: Georgina Born, Professor in Sociology, Anthropology and Music, Faculty
of Social and Political Sciences, University of Cambridge, UK: "Interdisciplinarity
beyond Integration: Antagonism and Ontology in Redefining Epistemic and
Aesthetic Domains”.

+ Speaker 2: Barbara Czarniawska, Professor of Management Studies, Gothenburg
Research Institute, Géteborg University, SE: "On Creole Researchers, Hybrid
Disciplines and Pidgin Writing’.

» Moderator: Dan Brandstrém, Professor Emeritus, Chair of the ACSIS Board.

INTRODUCTION - 11



SESSION SCHEDULE

MONDAY 16.00:

¢ Bodies and Representations (1)

e Masculinity, Boys, Achievement and School (2:1)

e Nations in Time and Spaces (3)

e Theoretical and Methodological Innovation in
Cultural Studies (4)

e Interdisciplinarity in/and Imagining Alternative Futures in
Philippine Cordillera Life Trajectories (5)

e Popular Music: Roots and/or Routes (6)

e Ideology and Practices of Policing and Mediation (7)

e Media and Monarchy (8)

¢ Place, Consumption and Participation (9)

TUESDAY 14.00:

¢ Intersectional Perspectives on Age and Ageing (10:1)

e Archives, Libraries and Women’s Collective Memories (11:1) g mm

¢ Food and Foodways — Connecting People and Places:
Connecting and Disconnecting Identities and Relations (12:1)

¢ Twin Sessions: Interactive Art — Interactive Science:
Exploring the Dialogic Turn (13:1)

e Masculinity, Boys, Achievement and School (2:2)

e The Eurovision Song Contest: A Ritualised Media Event as an
Element of National Collective Consciousness (14)

¢ Disruption, Resistance and Spatial Metaphor (15)

e Unpopular Cultural Studies (16)

e Media Stars Between Satire and Excess (17)

TUESDAY 16.15:

e Intersectional Perspectives on Age and Ageing (10:2)

o Archives, Libraries and Women’s Collective Memories (11:2) amm

e Food and Foodways — Connecting People and Places:
Bridging Tastes, Places and History (12:2)

¢ Twin Sessions: Interactive Art — Interactive Science:
Exploring the Dialogic Turn (13:2)

e EU - EURO - EUROPE: Where is European Photography? (18)

e Media Aesthetics (19)
e The Globalisation of Cultural Studies (20)
e The Production of Baltic Identities:
Technologies, Institutions, and Entertainment (21)

LOCATION
F3
F4
F7

F1

F5
F6
F2
S3
F8

F1
F7

F8
F6
F4

F3
F5
F2

F1
F7

F8
F6
F2
F5
F3

T

¢ Demythologizing eGovernment: The Commodification of Citizens (22) F4
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WEDNESDAY 09.00:

e Interpreting the Inconspicuous: The Cultural Dynamics of
Small Things that Matter (23:1)

¢ Mediating Borders: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on
Past and Present Borderlands (24:1)

e Law and Culture (25:1)

e Reproduction Machines meet the "Everyday” in
Contemporary Media Practicess (26)

e Intersectional Encounters (27)

e Popular Culture and Social Change (28)

e Actors-Networks-Discourses (29)

e Multicultural Nations and Diaspora Cultures (30)

¢ Inter/missions: Revisioning the Boundaries of
Academy and Society (31)

WEDNESDAY 11.15:

e Interpreting the Inconspicuous: The Cultural Dynamics of
Small Things that Matter (23:2)

e Mediating Borders: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on
Past and Present Borderlands (24:2)

e Law and Culture (25:2)

e Contemporary Accounts of Technological Living:
A Private Experience? (32)

e Architecture and Media (33)

e The Pleasures/Pains of Design and Fashion (34)

e Svenska kulturstudiers framtid, nytta och mening (35) gmm

e Science in Culture and Art in Society (36)

e Social History of Time: Examining Interchanges Between

Natural and Social Sciences (37)

F6

F1
F2

F3
F8
F4
F7
S3

F5

F6

F1
F2

I8
F7
F5
S3
F3

F4
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ABSTRACTS FOR SESSIONS

1. BODIES AND REPRESENTATIONS

CHAIR
Ann Werner, Tema Kultur och samhille, Linkoping University, Sweden

PARTICIPANTS
Anne Jerslev, University of Copenhagen, Denmark

Anna Adeniji, Tema Genus, Linkdping University, Sweden

Malin Sveningsson Elm, Media & Communication, Dept. of Culture &
Communication, Karlstad University, Sweden

DESCRIPTION

The gendered body is a node of contradiction and tension in the present age.
Women and girls as social actors have to find ways to cope with widespread medi-
atized ideologies and make use of existing genres and communication technolo-
gies for developing spaces of their own. The papers gathered here look at gender
and culture in areas like film, television, music and the Internet.

ABSTRACTS

Anne Jerslev
COSMETIC SURGERY AND MEDIATIZED BODY THEATRE: THE DESIGNABLE BODY AS
PUBLIC EVENTS

Tabloids and celebrity sites on the Internet are full of gossip about celebrity nip-
tucks. Hardly are the rumours verified and rarely are scares and bandaged bodies
revealed. In documentary programs and reality shows about ordinary people, on
the other hand, the camera takes the audience into the very operating room and
under the skin of the anaesthetizised participants and afterwards they celebrate
the transformed body as cosmetic morph in beauty pageants or family reunions.
The body is put on sculptural display and the very cosmetic surgical procedure
is turned into public spectacles, reminiscent of 17. Century anatomical theatre;
however, today the bodies are mediatized and the programs full of close-ups of
skin and the hidden beneath the skin.

Taking my theoretical point of departure in Vivian Sobchack’s ideal of the
morph as both technical term and cultural metaphor and the sculptural derived
from art history’s understanding of the beautiful sculpture, and, furthermore,
having as my empirical examples the early English documentary series Plastic
Fantastic from 1998 and the American reality show The Swan’s beauty pageant
finale, the paper discusses the idea of the body as designable material in cosmetic
surgery programs. The paper goes into the following questions: In ’an order of
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pure decision’ (Jane Goodall), how is power distributed across the designable
body - 'before’, in the operating room and ’after’? What is the relationship between
the display of the open body and the glamorously highlighted beautiful and flaw-
less result? And: In what ways are cultural ideas of the body as social construct
both contested and confirmed in and through the programs?

Anna Adeniji
CONTRADICTIVE DISCOURSES: ROMANCE AND Portics IN SWEDISH CULTURAL IMAGINARY

The Marriage legislation is an example of how the state is allowed to interfere and
regulate people’s personal and romantic life. When the Feminist Party in Sweden
suggested the abolishment of the current marriage legislation it caused a major
debate in Swedish media. The main argument from the Feminist Party was that
people need a legislation that regulates property, not romantic relationships. This
caused much discomfort in the general discourse and the Feminist Party was
accused of destroying the foundations of the family.

At the same time there is a strong resistance to make romance and personal
relationship a question of politics. The tabloid media is taken by the fact that
American star couple Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie doesn’t want to get married.
In this case the media desperately tries to ignore the political underlining of the
couples decision not to get married. The example suggests that romance and
politics shouldn’t mix.

This paper deals with the contradictive relationship between romance and politics
in Swedish cultural imaginary and takes departure from these different examples.

Ann Werner
AFFECT, EMOTIONS AND POPULAR MUSIC

How popular music is used in relation to emotions and "the structure of feeling”, in
a more social and ideological sense has been widely discussed in Cultural Studies
during the latest decades. In this paper I want to put the body and bodily expe-
riences - like movements, tears and pleasures - in relation to popular music in
focus. In my analysis I wish to combine popular music studies with feminist body
theory. Though most people are affected by music in one way or the other people’s
bodies do not react in the same ways to music. In my own study I have interviewed
teenage girls on their uses of music. When speaking of why they like music, the
teenage girls mainly use arguments based on affect or emotion. Their experiences
show how music makes persons want to move, dance or jump. They also describe
some music as really sad, touching your heart. Music can also help you manage
your emotions when you are sad. It is both a physiological and an emotional expe-
rience for the girls. Using examples from my field work I want to discuss how
affect and music intersects with and help create gender and sexuality.

Malin Sveningsson Elm
TAKING THE GIRLS’ ROOM ONLINE

Previous studies have pointed at the girls’ room’s importance for girls identity
work. The “internet generation” is no different in this aspect. Girls still stage
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performances, where they experiment with different roles and styles. The diffe-
rence is rather that where it used to be done primarily in the girl’s room at home,
or in fitting rooms at cloths’ shops, the experimenting with styles is often found
online. What used to be performed in privacy now takes place in public.

This paper deals with how girls play with styles and roles in their personal
profile sites in a Swedish internet community. The method used is qualitative
content analysis of 5 personal profile sites, strategically chosen with respect to
their content. Issues of privacy and publicity will be discussed — what does it mean
that the girls’ room activities takes place in public, in front of thousands or even
millions of potential

2:1 & 2:2. MASCULINITY, BOYS,
ACHIEVEMENT AND SCHOOL

CHAIRS
Marie Nordberg, Center for Gender Research. Karlstad University, Sweden

Tomas Saar, Dept. of Educational Sciences, Karlstad University, Sweden

Asa Ljungstrom, Dept of Humanities, Midsweden University, Sweden

PARTICIPANTS

Renée Frangeur, Forum for genusvetenskap och jamstilldhet, Linkoping
University, Sweden

Anette Hellman, Department of Educational Sciences, Karlstad University, Sweden
Ann-Sofie Kalat, Department of Sociology, Uppsala University, Sweden

Ann-Sofie Holm. School of Education and Behavioural sciences, University
college of Boras, Sweden

Sten O. Karlsson, Kulturvetenskap, Hogskolan i Géavle, Sweden

DESCRIPTION

Taking a starting point in the contemporary international debate on boys, achie-
vement and school, the aim of this session is to present research, perspectives and
theories that discuss how gender formations regulate and restrict identity work
and knowledge production at school. But also how gender transgressed positions
are negotiated, explored and/or marginalized. Special focus is on how different
forms of masculinity and femininity are produced in relation to school practice,
school subjects, gender order and discourses of normativity. The session will
highlight how dimensions of gender, sexuality, class, regionality, age and ethni-
city overlap and intersect in the construction of power and hierarchies among
boys and among girls. What kind of masculinity and feminity positions become
performative and are constructed, performed and offered individuals categorized
as “boy” and as “girl”, and how is this related to boys achievement?
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ABSTRACTS 2:1: SHAPING, CONSTRUCTING AND
DISCIPLINING BOYS

Renée Frangeur
“LICKING BOYS INTO SHAPE”? A DOING GENDER PERSPECTIVE ON BRINGING UP
“vIcI0US” BOYS

The Swedish state decided to build and assume the responsibility for Bona, a
big “Borstal” for bringing up “vicious” boys 1905 — 1948. The boys from 15 to 18
years old, were sentenced by the courts for petty crimes, but got their punish-
ments transformed to compulsory upbringing with no time limit. Their educa-
tion at Bona was steered by fear of God and work discipline, officially. This is an
investigation about how some of the clergymen used their privileged positions
within the institution to construct various gender ideals, some of them more arbi-
trary and ambivalent than others. By practising a doing gender- perspective the
different relations, representations and practices, used by the clergymen towards
the boys, will be analysed. R-W. Connell’s theory on masculinities and the often
contradictory processes in a gender regime will thus be illustrated.

Asa Ljungstrom
Boys or Just CHILDREN, AS SEEN BY TEACHERS-TO-BE — INTERSECTIONAL ANALYSIS
OF ETHNOGRAPHY MADE BY STUDENTS OF EDUCATION 2002-2006

This contribution analyses the ethnography by students of education, in the
classroom. They are to observe situations that indicate the everyday conditions
among children, how difference is made, or prohibited. The students will return
with reports and narratives of certain themes, one of which is the attention given
to the boys. My purpose is to clarify how the students recognize and interpret
how hierarchy positions of gender, class, ethnicity, religion, age, cohort meet
at certain crossroads. Clashes may indicate that forces of evaluation are on the
move in society. Aspects of gender intersect in recurring themes of integration,
xenophobia, any prejudice among teachers, parents, and children. Every cohort
focus one theme, in turn: the supervisor as the ideal model of a teacher, terrible
parents, terrible teachers, and how roles will be assigned to children, mostly 'the
naughty boy’. The ordinary children” seem to be the female children rather than
the male ones.

Anette Hellman

“STOP WHINING LIKE A LITTLE BABY AND BE A BIG BOY NOW!” — AN INTERSECTIONAL
ANALYSIS OF HOW THE CONCEPTS OF “REAL BOYS” AND “BABIES” ARE CREATED IN
INTERACTION WITH CATEGORIES SUCH AS GENDER, AGE AND SEXUALITY

As in many countries, there is a Swedish debate about boys and achievement. In a
Pre-school context, this debate has focused on concerns for boy’s lack of empathy.
Boys are said to lack empathy, but, at the same time, they get disciplined when
they show certain emotions.

Taking departure in post structural feminism, queer theory and critical studies

ABSTRACTS FOR SESSIONS - 17



of men and masculinities, the aim of this paper is to discuss how children and
adults in pre-school practices are normalizing certain masculinity positions while
marginalizing others by using the image of “the baby”. In the process, certain
images are ascribed discursive power and act as guardians of borders and norma-
lity. The image of “the baby” guards norms about age, gender and sexuality, and
thus puts heteronormativity as referent for how "real boys”, and also “real girls”,
are supposed to act.

Ann-Sofie Holm
TeACHERS Co-CONSTRUCTING PUPILS GENDER IDENTITIES

This paper is based on an ongoing study focussing on pupils’ experiences of daily
life in school from a gender perspective. It explores the range of femininities
and masculinities developed in different school settings, and the ways various
groups of boys and girls are positioned. According to Connell, peer relations are
of importance in the gender-construction processes, as well as interactions and
the expectations from teachers. By drawing on data from observations and inter-
views in two Swedish secondary schools this paper aims to analyse how teachers
in various ways might be seen as involved in the construction of gender among
their pupils. The themes discussed focus on teachers’ dialogues with pupils in
classroom and teachers’ conceptions of femininities and masculinities in school.
The study is part of a Swedish research programme, “Changing Sex/Gender
Orders in Schools and Education: Policy, Perspectives and Practice”.

ABSTRACTS, 2:2: ADJUSTING TO OR CONTESTING
MascuLINITY NORMS

Ann-Sofie Kalat
PoSITIONED AS MASCULINE OR AS THE “GooD PupPIL”? — ELABORATION ON AN

ALLEGED DILEMMA OF SWEDISH MALE PupILS’

The aim of this paper is to scrutinize the presumed contradiction between doing
masculinity and doing schoolwork. Whereas a considerable part of studies on
boys and schooling have focused low-achieving or marginalized pupils, this paper
analyses domination practices as well as processes of inclusion/exclusion among
young men in the upper part of the school-hierarchy. The empirical material is
based on a ethnographic study using participant observation on a sample of first-
year Natural science pupils in Swedish upper secondary school. Drawing on the
theoretical frames of critical studies on men and masculinities and Bourdieu’s
conception of symbolic capital, the preliminary analysis shows a complex rela-
tion between masculinity and schooling. Even though male pupils who neatly are
doing exercises during lessons tend to be positioned as less masculine, masculi-
nity is also linked to presenting yourself as both socially and academically confi-
dent. The study is part of a larger doctoral project.
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Marie Nordberg
”IF WE ONLY COULD MAKE THEM READ...” - MASCULINITY, HETEROSEXUALITY, CLASS
AND OTHER INTERSECTIONS IN THE SWEDISH DEBATE ON BOYS AND ACHIEVEMENT

Although most boys achieve rather well in school a description of boys as low
achieving, lazy and illiterate have become hegemonic in the contemporary Swedish
debate on boys and schooling. The most problematic boys are considered to dwell
in three Swedish country districts. Informed by critical masculinity studies, feminist
post structuralism and queer theory this presentation focus on how gender, class,
heteronormatvity and metronormativity intersect in the resent construction of
“the ideal pupil”, “knowledge”, “problematic boys” and “the helpful female literacy
teacher”. It is argued that a performative, metronormative and colonial discourse
and a heteronormative gender model constitutes the female teacher as a “Lady
Bountiful”, given a mission to enlighten and modernise boys, and positions boys
in a complementary and stereotype masculinity position. The last part of the paper
problematise the description of boys as generally low achieving by exemplifying
how boys in four primary school classes relate to schoolwork.

Tomas Saar
ANOTHER BRICK IN THE WALL? GENDER CONSTRUCTIONS IN CREATIVE SCHOOL
SUBJECTS IN SWEDEN

In the contemporary debate on gender, achievement and school, most of the
attention has been on reading, writing and arithmetic. Other subjects are thus
marginalized in relation to the schools’ major learning outcomes. However, aest-
hetic and creative activities are often made important in the pupils’ identity work,
and thereby play a significant role in their overall learning. As school subjects
these activities that can produce practices that repeat and regulate gender stereo-
types, but can also give opportunities for transgressing and challenging gender
and gender hierarchies. Informed by R-W. Connell’s thoughts about school
subjects and gender positions I will in this presentation discuss how gender and
hierarchies are produced in certain aesthetic school subjects, and highlight what
positions that are performed and normalised and how this produces different
possibilities for learning and achievement.

Sten O. Karlsson
TURNING THE BACK TO THE ACADEMY. AN INTERSECTIONAL STUDY ON EDUCATIONAL
ATTITUDES AND THE ROLE OF LOCAL CULTURE AMONG RURAL BOYS

In municipalities like Ljusdal in north Sweden a remarkable great part of the boys
do not seek higher education. In spite of the urgent risk of unemployment they re
choosing school strategies which allow them to remain in their domicile. The main
question of the study is: how strong is the impact of local culture on this pattern?

How are young men in Ljusdal actually shaping their identities and attitudes
on higher education? How differ their values from their female schoolmates and
from their teachers? Must public school rethink its ideology for to bridge the gap
between an urban middle class normality and the local way of male everyday life
in small rural societies?
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3. NATIONS IN TIME AND SPACES

CHAIR

Derek Gregory, Department of Geography, University of British Columbia at
Vancouver, Canada

PARTICIPANTS
* Mishel Pavlovski, Institute for Macedonian Literature, Skopje, Macedonia

Loreta Georgievska-Jakovleva, Institute of Macedonian Literature, Ss.Cyril and
Methodius University, Skopje, Macedonia

Ana Martinoska, Institute of Macedonian Literature, Ss.Cyril and Methodius
University, Skopje, Macedonia

DESCRIPTION

Nations can no longer be understood in separation, as their currently intensified
interactions make evident their long trajectories of co-formation. This session
brings together papers discussing cultural, political and even violent aspects of
blurred national borders, combining postcolonial theories with close readings of
religious and literary texts. Some papers focus on contemporary times, others
apply historical perspectives that may reach as far back as to the Roman Empire.

ABSTRACTS

Derek Gregory
‘IN ANOTHER TIME-ZONE THE BOMBS FALL UNSAFELY’: WAR, EXCEPTION AND COLONIAL
VIOLENCE IN SOUTHERN LEBANON

Mary Kaldor and others have drawn a distinction between ‘old wars’ and ‘new
wars’, but contemporary military and paramilitary violence typically troubles that
divide and, in doing so, raises other, no less acute questions about the oppositions
between the ‘colonial’ and ‘postcolonial’. This presentation explores the multiple
temporalities that scored the Israeli assault on southern Lebanon during the
summer of 2006. The bombing campaign reactivated a series of colonial tropes,
strategies and apologetics: the early history of aerial warfare, both as geopoli-
tical/military doctrine and as an object of international law, was dominated by
European powers asserting control over their colonial (and often Arab) popula-
tions while sheltering their domestic populations from aerial bombardment. But
the bombing campaign was also inflected in new ways, by the logistics of late
modern warfare (in particular, new modalities of targeting and the deployment
of so-called ‘smart bombs’); by new mediatizations of war (including websites
and blogs); and by new appeals to (and violations of) international humanitarian
law. These observations require not only a re-theorization of the temporalities of
colonial violence; they also require different theorizations of space and (among
other things) a new politics of witnessing.

* PARTICIPATION NOT YET CONFIRMED AT
PRINTERS DEADLINE.
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Mishel Pavlovski
THE NATIONAL SYMBOLS OF TWO EPOCHS. A STUDY CASE OF THE MACEDONIAN DRAMA

To take into consideration the subject matter of the national implies to have an
attitude towards certain events and persons from the particular national history.
The objective of this paper is to follow up the process of construction of national
symbols in the Macedonian drama in the course of the cult drama play by Vojdan
Pop Georgiev — Cernodrinski “The Macedonian Bloody Wedding” (1900) from
the beginning of the 20th century and the process of its deconstruction through
the production of several young Macedonian play writers (Dejan Dukovski,
Jugoslav Petrovski, Trajce Kacarov etc.) from the beginning of the 21st century.
Contrasting one author (Cernodrinski) whose opus is entirely part of the national
romanticism to the latest generation of Macedonian authors, which are facing
considerable influence by the global view of the world and the post-modern
expression, will practically define the position and the relation towards the
national symbols of two epochs: the one from the beginning of the last century, in
the name of the awakened national romanticism (in Macedonia) with a tendency
to mythologize and the one from the beginning of this century, almost completely
pointed towards demythologizing, specially of the conventional standpoint of the
history, national, and even aesthetic.

Loreta Georgievska-Jakovleva & Ana Martinoska
In AND Outr oF EUROPEAN BORDERS: A LITTERARY VISION

The changes that occur in the ex-Yugoslavia in the last two decades transformed
the political, social, economy, culture and other segments of life. The generations
born and raised in the last years of the existence of the ex-Yugoslavia faced and
are still facing the confrontations between the previous behavior and the new
situation. The effect of shock provoked by the change of the borders (both
geographical and mental ones) couldn’t be excluded in the literary representa-
tions of this period, most frequently in the novel, a genre that rapidly responds
to the real life conditions. Macedonian novel, among which The candid camera
by Lidija Dimkovska, Djahiz or The dog catchers by Pajo Avirovic and others,
register the tragicomic situations of the conflict feelings of being accepted as a
part of the modern Europe on one hand, and being excluded from the same by
not being member of the EU.

The feeling of cultural integration disputes with the fact that one should cross
a lot of uncertain borders on such a small distance. The stay in the countries
of the EU gives the opportunity to follow up the important social, economical,
cultural and mental differences of the people that reside in EU countries and the
people from the Balkans. Despite the expectation that it could provide depres-
sive images and tensions, the novels present this image using lots of humour.
The bright side of presentation of the culturological shock between Western and
Eastern European countries relativises the administrative borders and presents
the universality of the human existence.
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4. THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL
INNOVATION IN CULTURAL STUDIES

CHArR
Gunlog Fur, Institutionen for humaniora, Vixjo universitet, Sweden

PARTICIPANTS
Sheenagh Pietrobruno, English, Fatih University, Istanbul, Turkey

Mikael Askander, Intermediala studier, institutionen for kulturvetenskaper, Lund
University, Sweden

Ase Nygren, Institutionen for teknokultur, samhillsbyggnad och humaniora,
Blekinge Tekniska Hogskola, Sweden

Anette Gothlund, Dep. of Art teacher training, University College of Arts, Craft
and Design, Stockholm, Sweden

Ulla Lind, Dep. of Art teacher training, University College of Arts, Craft and
Design, Stockholm, Sweden

Pertti Alasuutari, International School of Social Sciences, University of Tampere,
Finland

DESCRIPTION

The field of cultural studies is now a worldwide presence, but its definition and
limits are far from self-evident. This session argues that it is high time to advance
cultural studies by pushing forward theoretical and methodological work, opening
up for a revitalising paradigmatic struggle where the challenges of hermeneutics,
social interactionism, discourse analysis, visual culture and intermediality are
taken seriously.

ABSTRACTS

Sheenagh Pietrobruno
CULTURES OF THE VIRTUAL: DiGITAL DIFFUSIONS WITHIN IMAGINED AND LIVED SPACE

The Internet is transformed into space through phenomenological and embodied
processes. Spatial metaphors have been applied, for instance, to the Internet,
enabling users to imagine it as a space. At the same time, the generation of online
space is also embodied: users can actually create Internet space by adding hyper-
texts and hypermedia. The following question is raised: does the transformation
of the Internet into a place through phenomenological and embodied processes
impact the online global circulation of cultural practices by bringing about an
increased standardization or diversification of forms? This interdisciplinary
research on culture draws from globalization studies in anthropology and socio-
logy, the philosophy of Gaston Bachelard, the literary theory of Susan Stewart as
well as cybercultural studies and visual studies.
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Mikael Askander
INTERMEDIA STUDIES! CULTURAL STUDIES?

For a long time many researchers and theorists have studied what has been
labeled “intermediality”. What is covered by this concept? What is studied, and
what should be analysed and problematised in the research field of intermedia
studies? And how can the relationship (or the lack of it) beteween intermediality
and cultural studies be understood? These questions are put forward in this paper
presentation.

Ase Nygren
TrACING TRAUMA: HISTORIES AND INTERMEDIALITY IN SHERMAN ALEXIE’S FicTION

This paper examines the ways in which Sherman Alexie’s fiction traces, and bears
witness to, a collective trauma in the aftermath of what Russell Thornton has called
the “American Indian Holocaust.” My claims that literature may provide instances
of witnessing are informed by Dominick LaCapra’s discussions of the complex
issue of truth claims with regards to the representation of traumatic events, and
his discussions on what differentiates history from fiction. In exploring the link
between history and theory with reference to trauma in Alexie’s fiction, this
paper argues in line with LaCapra that trauma has a historic specificity, and thus
a limited affect. As fiction allows for trauma to be cathartically and narratively
mastered, fiction is also able to capture elements of experiences and emotions
that are, in a sense, non-narrative. In its ability to evoke a historical trauma as
a radical problem for understanding, fiction may thus, paradoxically, communi-
cate what is inherently wordless. As Alexie’s narratives reflect “[t]he paradoxical
impossibility and simultaneous necessity to represent, to communicate, to speak
of suffering,” his fiction becomes an Inter-Medium for real histories.

Anette Gothlund & Ulla Lind
INTERMEZZO — A PERFORMATIVE RESEARCHPROJECT

Teacher training at Konstfack has long experience of working in the intersec-
tion between scientific research and artistic practice. However, there is a lack of
academic investigation of this “double perspective”. What happens in between
these different practices enact new performative knowledge, which can be
explored. We want to contribute with research taking the starting point from
“Performative Social Science”, where studies are made with different tools; video,
audio, performance, new media etc. These research methods “do not simply
describe the world as it is, but also enact it” (Law and Urry 2004: 392-93). They are
performative in the sense “they have effects; they make differences; they enact
realities; and they can help to bring into being what they also discover” (ibid.).
Our paper connects to a recently started project in which we are going to study
processes of learning and performing knowledge within this double perspective.

Pertti Alasuutari
QUALITATIVE RESEARCH AND SOCIETY

Againstthe recent challenge to qualitative research from evidence-based research,
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it is worthwhile to ask, how we can account for the success story of qualitative
research since the 1970s in OECD countries. Therefore in this paper I relate the
rise of qualitative research to social changes. The analysis shows that the rise
of qualitative research is due to the neoliberalist regime, in which government
works through the creation, shaping, and utilization of human beings as subjects.
Thus power works through, and not against, subjectivity. Qualitative research and
its interest in subjectivity and experience is an adequate response to this. In this
instance I take two case examples. First, I discuss the postmodernist stance that
qualitative research must be assessed by moral criteria. The other case deals
with governmentality studies. How can we relate these strands of qualitative
research to society? By way of conclusion, I discuss the critical potential of social
research.

5. INTERDISCIPLINARITY IN/AND IMAGINING
ALTERNATIVE FUTURES IN PHILIPPINE
CORDILLERA LIFE TRAJECTORIES

CHAIR
Grace C.T. Subido, University of the Philippines Baguio

PARTICIPANTS

Ma. Rina Afable, College of Arts and Communication, University of the Philippines
Baguio

Pia Arboleda, Osaka University of Foreign Studies
Jimmy B. Fong, University of the Philippines Baguio
Anna Christie K. Villarba-Torres

DESCRIPTION

The cultures of indigenous peoples like the Igorots of the Philippine Cordillera and
in general, of those of people who live outside Metro Manila in the Philippines have
long been at the margins. In mapping out nation/state formations and projects,
they are excluded, or worse, accorded token representation. Of late the realms
of cultural studies and contemporary literary theory have provided ample space
to illustrate as well as to interrogate this condition. Our panel will discuss critical
issues and interdisciplinary perspectives in the arenas of contemporary and oral
literature and tradition, food, memory, popular culture visual media to challenge
and foreground cultural resistances, reverberations and transformations for alter-
native articulations of and on the Igorot and his continually shifting landscape in
the politics of the everyday.
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ABSTRACTS

Ma. Rina Afable
WEAVING A CuLturAL FaBric: THE UKAY-UKAY As CHARITY, AS BUSINESS AND AS A
MARKER OF SOCIAL STATUS

The term ukay-ukay is derived from the Filipino hukay, which means to dig up. In
Baguio City, gateway to the Cordillera in Northern Luzon, Philippines, ukay-ukay
describes the thriving secondhand clothing industry that is slowly shifting the
city’s image from tourist capital to castoff clothing hub. The term ukay-ukay is
synonymous with wagwag, which is the act of dusting off a piece of clothing by
taking hold of one end and snapping it in the air; and SM, meaning segunda mano
(secondhand), but which is also a pun on the retail chain Shoemart.

As the ukay-ukay has evolved, so has it contributed to the cultural fabric of the
city, and perhaps of the nation. Following Filipino cultural anthropologist Prospero
Covar’s Total Environment Framework (Kabuuang Balangkas ng Kapaligiran), 1
will do a cultural analysis (dalumat) of the ukay-ukay from both the diachronic
and synchronic perspectives. 1 will trace the evolution (pinagsimulan) of the
ukay-ukay, explain how the business works, briefly describe the language that is
used in the trade, and attempt to explore in detail the meanings (kahulugans) that
can be drawn from this text.

Pia Arboleda
REKINDLING THE FIRES OF THE ATOR: SIGNIFICANCE AND REVIVAL OF THE IFIALLIG
Us-Urok

Long ago, in the magnificent mountains of Barlig, Mountain Province, the Ifiallig
would sit around the fires of the afor (council-house) to listen to tales of their
hero-ancestors like Linmipaw and Amfusnun. When work in the payyiw (rice-
fields) is done, venerable elders and storytellers (umu-ufok) recount these stories
that have been handed down for many generations. These stories (ub-ufok) serve
as a record of their history, genealogy and cultural traditions.

There used to be a time when Barlig’s society revolved around the conversa-
tions and agreements forged within the walls of the ator. The ator was the seat
of government and center of culture. The umu-ufok made sure that a fire was
constantly burning, for one vital function of the ator was to provide the source of
fire for the households in the village.

Today, however, it is disheartening to note that the ator is losing its function
in Ifiallig society. This decline is due to the penetration of external religions, the
introduction of public education, the imposition of the political system by the
national government, and the introduction of electricity and new technology. But
perhaps the most significant factor to the ator’s deterioration is the death of influ-
ential village elders, without a replacement from the younger generation. The
destruction of these ators will inevitably extinguish Barlig’s oral traditions, and
along with this will vanish the beautiful stories that have given honor and value
to the life of a people.
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As an attempt to keep some of these traditions alive, my dissertation was a
retrieval, translation and interpretation of these Ifiallig tales. For the conference,
I will present only one aspect of my study. This paper will discuss (1) the signifi-
cance of the ator and the ub-ufok in maintaining cultural traditions; (2) the factors
that have led to the ator’s decline; and (3) the process of reviving these tales using
alternative forms like exhibits and storybooks. Rekindling interest in these tales
will, in Walter Ong’s words, “restore a people’s memory.” In so doing, heroes like
Linmipaw and Amfusnun will continue to inspire future generations.

Jimmy B. Fong
Barawa: CoNSTRUCTING IDENTITY THROUGH COUNTRY MUSIC IN THE PHILIPPINE
CORDILLERA

Medis representations of the Philippine indigenous people Igorot continue to
exoticize and freeze them in an ideal, primitive past. This paper foregrounds
certain cultural products now being produced by the Igorot using modern tech-
nology and media. In these self-conscious products, where do they exercise
agency; how are they representing themselves? In such songs where they use
their own languages, they construct who they are and what they have become.
Using mostly folk, rock and country melodies, they tell stories of how they are
making sense of their experiences in an unevenly globalizing, runaway world.

Grace C.T. Subido
“POETRY AS HisTORIOGRAPHY: THE ‘ROUTINE POEMS’ OF FRANKLIN CIMATU”

Baguio City in the Philippines has throughout history been the site of nume-
rous encounters between native and foreigner. Originally an Igorot settlement, it
was “re-invented” during the American Colonial period to serve as host to their
primary rest and recreation facility. Today, the city is home to a heterogeneous
population and remains a fertile meeting ground for various peoples and cultures.
This paper explores the idea of “Baguio,” an “invented space” as likewise possibly
a site of invention and re-inventions.

This paper employs postmodern theory in an analysis of the poetry of multi-
awarded, tri-lingual, contemporary writer absed in Baguio City, Franklin Cimatu.
It focuses particulary on this writer’s “Routine Poem Series.”

Launching off from the Lyotardian perspective of postmodern as “incredu-
lity to metanarratives,” the paper then examines the various manifestations that
reveal the liminal nature of the writer’s poetic practice and the anti-metanarrative
impulse which pervades this body of work. The paper investigates the various
interrogations of Truth, Identity and History, the narratives that make absolu-
tistic claims. The study likewise explores the notion of hybridity in an attempt to
interweave subjectivity, context and poetic practice.

Anna Christie K. Villarba-Torres
DOMESTICITY, SPIRITUALITY AND THE IGOROTA AS MOUNTAIN MAID

My paper is a critical study of images of the Igorota in various Philippine texts,
from literature and history to popular visual forms. Informed by postcolonial

26 - ABSTRACTS FOR SESSIONS



theory, the story Sam-it and the Loom by Filipino writer Lina Espina-Moore may
be read as an attempt to depict how American women fit into the colonial design
in the Philippines, the Cordillera in particular. I argue that the representation of
the Igorota in the story encapsulates what Filipino historian Vicente Rafael calls
‘colonial domesticity,” or the assumption that in constructing ‘home’ in the tropics,
“the structures of the public and private are mobile and indefinitely reproducible,
capable of translation across cultural bodily spaces” (53). It would thus be inte-
resting to look at how American women maneuvered into the public and private
spheres where the Igorota figured prominently. I will likewise relate the image of
the Igorota as mountain maid to various media texts such as the vintage photograph
and postcard and the contemporary print advert. These intertextual links will allow
me to foreground the Igorota’s cultural and spiritual negotiations in the light of her
colonial past and in the midst of an increasingly competetive global present.

6. POPULAR MUSIC: ROOTS AND/OR ROUTES

CHAIRS
Ulf Lindberg, Kultur, sprak, medier, Malmo University, Sweden

Johan Séderman, Musikhogskolan, Malmo, Sweden

PARTICIPANTS

Marcus Moberg, Department of Comparative Religion, Abo Akademi University,
Finland

Ingemar Grandin, Department for Studies of Social Change and Culture,
Linkopings universitet, Sweden

Toannis Polychronakis, Faculty of Music, University of Oxford, UK
* Magnus Ullén, Dept of Literary Studies, Stockholm University, Sweden

DESCRIPTION

The session is thought of as an inventory of present directions in Nordic studies
of popular music. It welcomes in particular contributions that focus on different
aspects of the relation between contemporary popular music and spatiality. This
broad area includes studies on transnational flows as well as local scenes; on
musical ownership; on music- making as well as musical reception; on the rela-
tionships between agents such as artists, producers, the music industry, educa-
tional institutions, critics, and fans; on music and society, identity, taste and power,
to mention some possibilities.
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ABSTRACTS

Marcus Moberg
THE TRANS-NATIONAL CHRISTIAN METAL SCENE. EXPRESSING ALTERNATIVE CHRISTIAN
IDENTITY THROUGH A FORM OF PopuLar Music

Christian metal music emerged in the late 1970’s as a means of evangelization
among secular metal fans. In recent years it has grown significantly and developed
into a trans-national Christian music-based youth culture. In addition to the music,
Christian metal has adopted the metal style, rhetoric and attitude. At the same time,
Christian metal is as much about religion as it is about music or style. This paper
examines some of the most important ways in which Christian metal scenes in a
number of countries all over the world have come together with the formation of
a trans-national scene. Particular focus is put on the ways in which a trans-national
scene supports the spreading of central discourses about the function and meaning
of Christian metal as a way of expressing an alternative Christian identity.

Ingemar Grandin
ROOTING AND ROUTING IN SOUTH ASIAN POPULAR MUSIC: THE ROLE OF KATHMANDU

Beside the well-known pan-South Asian forms of popular music — such as
“Bollywood” film songs and maybe the “pop” ghazal — the subcontinent is home to
vibrant regional scenes. Kathmandu is one such scene. With its migrational pull
and as the hub of the Nepali cultural and physical infrastructure, Kathmandu is
a good site for hybridizing cultural processes which draw upon both long- (trans-
national or even “global”) and short-distance cultural flows. Thus Kathmandu’s
popular music works with cuttings from music rooted in various regional or ethnic
cultures, and grafts onto itself musical goods from South Asian and Western
popular genres. The paper presents and analyzes these processes, showing how
Kathmandu’s popular music has become rooted locally but also regionally and
have become national culture iconic of Nepal.

Johan Soderman
RAP As A STRATEGY — HOW MC’S CAN BE SEEN AS POPULAR ADULT EDUCATORS

Since hiphop started 30 years ago, social activism and education have been
connected to hiphop. The theoretical point of departure in this presentation is
the philosophy of popular adult education. Three MC’s, who are educaters and
activists working on a grass-root level, will be presented: (a) Toni Blackman, New
York City, who was appointed “hiphop ambassador” by the U.S. Department of
State and currently travels abroad in that capacity. (b) Behrang Miri, Malmo, who
has been given a lot of attention in Swedish media for his commitment to issues
concerning integration. (c) Nabila Abdul Fattah, Gothenburg, who works as a
recreation instructor and a journalist for a daily Swedish newspaper.

In this preliminary analysis, the results show how music is focused in Toni
Blackman’s popular adult education, how education has an important role in
Behrang Miris’ activities, and finally, how politics are superior to the music for
Nabila Abdullah Fattah.
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Iohannis Polychronakis
ANNA Vissi: “THE GREEK MADONNA’?

In recent years Anna Vissi, the Greek pop-music star whose career has spanned
three decades, has been loudly promoted as ‘Greek Madonna’, in an attempt to
export her image to the international market as well as redefine and increase her
audience and appeal in Greece. While the purpose of this characterization, which
Vissi herself has embraced, is of course mainly commercial, it resonates with
several crucial aspects of present-day Greek pop music. By comparing the most
significant characteristics of Vissi’s and Madonna’s careers, performing styles,
personas and reception, this paper examines some of the possible meanings of
Vissi’s new image as ‘The Greek Madonna’. In particular, it focuses on the aest-
hetic, cultural and socio-economic dimensions of her stardom, and on the ways in
which she has reinterpreted and arguably reaffirmed traditional Greek popular
music styles.

Magnus Ullén
GWEN STEFANI IN WONDERLAND: Por Music As LITERARY TEXT

This paper takes issue with the tendency in studies of popular music, particularly
evident in studies based in literary theory , to treat the lyrics as the equivalent
of the pop music text. In order to understand the aesthetical dimension of pop
music, I argue, one must abandon the traditional form of literary interpretation
which takes the written word as the natural point of departure. Instead, pop music
should be approached as a semiotic system, in which the lyrics are set in relation
not only to the music through which they are conveyed, but just as importantly,
to the image projected by the artist, through album covers, videos, concerts etce-
tera. The complexity of the aesthetical experience conveyed by pop music can be
properly understood only if these aspects are seen as integral to the pop music
text, and not as factors extrinsic to it.

Ulf Lindberg .
WRITING THE NATION. ON ULF LUNDELL’S ”OPPNA LANDSKAP”

As Benedict Anderson has made clear, the media are superior creators and
perpetuators of nations as imagined communities. Ulf Lundell’s "Oppna land-
skap” ("Open landscapes”, 1982) is a song that was immediately appropriated
as kind of new national anthem, no matter which were the artist’s intentions. In
line with this, my interest in the song focuses on the way it represents an update
of Swedishness. I will depart from that key feature of Romanticism which lite-
rary critic Horace Engdahl has named "the living gaze” and follow its vicissitudes
through the Swedish visa and rock in Swedish into the contemporary "experience
society”. Finally I will draw on post-colonial and eco criticism to discuss the pres-
uppositions of Lundell’s move.
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7. IDEOLOGY AND PRACTICES OF POLICING
AND MEDIATION

CHAIR

Jan Teurlings, Television Studies, Department of Media and Culture, University
of Amsterdam, Holland

PARTICIPANTS
John Lynch, University of Birmingham, UK

Omer Ozer, Communication Sciences Faculty, Anadolu University, Turkey

* Alaaddin F. Paksoy, Media and Communication Studies, Stockholm University,
Sweden

* Sara Nofri, Arbeitsstelle Medien und Politik, Universitit Hamburg, Germany

Fredrik Sunnemark, University West, Sweden

DESCRIPTION

Ideology is a classical cultural studies concept (Antonio Gramsci, Michel Foucault,
Stuart Hall). This session covers a range of facets of this topic, with a focus on
how ideologies link power (regulation, policing, governmentality, hegemony)
with mediation (news, fiction and popular culture).

ABSTRACTS

Jan Teurlings
POLICING THE POPULATION: NEOLIBERAL GOVERNMENTAL MODELS IN POLICE VIDEOS TV

Car chasings have long been an integral part of media culture. Since the end of
the eighties the car chase even has become a reality TV genre on itself. Shows
like The World’s Wildest Police Videos in the US or Blik Op De Weg in the
Netherlands use real footage of police car chasings and transform them into a TV
show. In this paper, I analyse these shows as forming part of a larger reconfigu-
ration of the public sphere towards neoliberalism, with its associated virtues of
good citizenship, personal responsibility and risk-avoiding behaviour.
Neoliberalism, however, is not a singular, monolythic doctrine that is uniformly
applied across the globe. Drawing on Foucault’s work on governmentality —a body
of work that was devised in order to understand “liberal modes of government”
as a particular way of managing populations — I analyse the two above mentioned
police shows as two separate embodiments of the neoliberal doctrine: authori-
tarian neoliberalism (The World’s Wildest Police Videos) versus accountability
neoliberalism (Blik Op De Weg), which corresponds roughly to the US versus the
European model of neoliberalism. A comparison of how both shows problematise
“abject behaviour”, how they “solve” or “cure” it, what their inscribed govern-
mental aims are, and which discourses are used in support of these governme-
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ntal programmes, shows that both versions of neoliberalism differ substantially
in terms of their points of application, but that their netto effect is nevertheless
rather similar. The paper ends with a discussion of what political conclusions can
be drawn from this.

John Lynch
BLOODY SUNDAY AS DOCUDRAMA: REPETITION AND RESTAGING

This paper is a consideration of the two films released on the thirtieth anniversary
of what has become to be known as Bloody Sunday when British Army soldiers
policing a Civil Rights march shot dead 13 unarmed civilians in the Northern
Irish city of Derry . As mediations of a traumatic event that went to the heart
of the legitimacy of the state in a contested domain they present quite different
accounts of the background and consequences of that day on the lives of those
most affected. Whilst both films function to present what happened on that day,
the ways in which the events are imaginatively located produces quite different
responses in the viewer. Is it the responsibility of the film maker to ’explain’ to an
unfamiliar audience in human terms what happened? Is it the moral right of the
community itself to determine how they are represented and whether they should
be included in the film process? These are some of the questions to consider.

Northern Ireland is a territory dominated by different manifestations of repe-
tition, whether identity, origin or suffering. Within these two films there are,
arguably, different notions of repetition at work that seek to take possession of
the past and mobilize it to intervene in the present, to unblock the moment of
time frozen during that brief time in Derry, 1972. Both films will be considered
as interventions into an ongoing process of truth and reconciliation.

Omer Ozer & Alaaddin F. Paksoy
IpEorLoGicAL MEANING CoNSISTENCE IN NEws As A CurruraL Texr: THE
PRESENTATION OF PARIS R1oTS IN HURRIYET AND SABAH NEWSPAPERS

This study is about the riots which took place in Paris in November 2005. It aims
to define the ideological production in news discourse. In theoretical base, a
hegemonic ideology definition was made which is parallel to hegemonic reading
in the frame of cultural studies and the meaning process of this definition was
also emphasized.

Teun Adrian van Dijk’s critical discourse analysis model is used during
the study. The ideological production was determined by the analysis of news
appeared in Hiirriyet and Sabah daily newspapers in Turkey concerning Paris
riots. The results of the study demonstrate that there isn’t enough context infor-
mation in news; the event could be explained by social, cultural and economic
reasons. It is seen that the news are popularized, personalized and reduced to its
subject.
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Sara Nofri
ENVIRONMENT IN THE EUROPEAN PRESS: CULTURES OF ENVIRONMENT AND CULTURES
OF COMMUNICATION. A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE DAILY PRESS IN FOUR EUROPEAN
COUNTRIES

In spite of environmental policy convergence within the EU and of environme-
ntal problems affecting peoples globally, a European debate about environmental
sustainability issues has not been established yet. The European media could
help shape this debate. However, they still address prevalently national audiences
— with their own languages and ways of communicating and perceiving what
environmental issues consist of. A common basis for discussion is necessary, if
common problems have to be tackled democratically, thoroughly and together.

The author is carrying out an interdisciplinary study aiming at describing the
different ways in which the national press of four European countries (Germany,
Great Britain, Italy and Sweden) deals with environmental issues and at port-
raying the sources, themes and stakeholders. Through a newspapers analysis
and interviews with journalists, differences in environmental press coverage are
pointed out, thereby showing how in the EU different “cultures of environment”
and different “cultures of communication” coexist.

Fredrik Sunnemark
FiLm anDp IDEOLOGY

To argue that films are ideological products is not in any way controversial.
Rather, this is the very basis for much discussion, understanding and critique of
film. But still, this is an understanding that is very much in need of further critical
examination. What does it mean to say that a film carries and transmits ideolo-
gical themes and motifs? The answers to this question actualize several different
notions of film as well as of ideology.

Are films ideological in the sense that they reflect the society in which they are
created? Or are they ideological since they discuss and provide certain perspec-
tives on this society? Is it possible that there are different ideological projects in
the same film depending on which of these perspectives one chooses?
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8. MEDIA AND MONARCHY

CHAIR
Mats Jonsson, Centre for Language and Literature, Lund University, Sweden

PARTICIPANTS
Patrik Lundell, Tema Q, Link6ping University, Sweden

Kristina Widestedt, Department for Journalism, Media and Communication,
Stockholm University, Sweden

Cecilia Ase, Department of Political Science, Stockholm University, Sweden

Mattias Frihammar, Department of Ethnology, Stockholm University, Sweden

DECRIPTION

The aim of this session is to present a wide range of interdisciplinary perspec-
tives on the ways in which the Swedish monarchy has been mediated over the
centuries. Intermedial, intertextual and interartial representations relating to the
Swedish monarchy constitute main topics. In seeing Monarchy as a medium in
itself, a number of connections are suggested between, on the one hand, royal
strategies of public presence and, on the other, media practices of representing
monarchy. By revealing intricate interconnections between the Royal family and
mass media practices in Sweden over a period of several hundred years, the
session not only problematize the concept of monarchy but also that of media.

ABSTRACTS

Patrik Lundell
THE MONARCHY AS AUDIENCE, AGENT AND MEDIUM IN THE STRUGGLE FOR LEGITIMACY
OF THE SWEDISH PRESS

At least since the latter half of the nineteenth century, the Swedish press has
manifested itself in various public events in which the press itself has played the
leading role — conferences, exhibitions, statue inaugurations. These events have
more or less explicitly aimed at gaining public status. My presentation focuses on
the different functions of the monarchy in these stagings — as audience, actor, and
symbolic and rethoric resource, as medium — and in which ways these functions
have changed historically. Rather than describing the complex of problems as
images that are ‘spread’ through one channel by one actor, it should, I argue, be
seen as a mutual exchange between various media and various actors. Different
audiences have been resources for the press, just as the press has been a resource
for them. Instead of separating proper journalism, the spreading of the self-image,
and the receptions of different audiences as clearly-defined areas, they must be
seen as constituting each other.
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Kristina Widestedt
MEDIA REPRESENTATIONS OF THREE ROYAL WEDDINGS, 1888, 1932 anp 1976

The aim of this paper is to explore the relations between media and monarchy as
representatives of modernity and tradition. This is carried out through analyses
of press reports from three Swedish royal weddings (1888, 1932, 1976). The paper
shows that routine media representations of royal family events not only function
as tangible verbal and visual depictions of monarchy’s history, present and future,
but in fact also help create and establish a popular belief in the persistence and
stability of the nation as a kingdom. At the same time, the media are themselves
made part of the news content, partly as privileged and noteworthy observers of
royal family occasions and partly as users of the very latest modern technology,
challenging the restrictions of time and space. It is argued that the genre of royal
reporting serves the interests of both media and monarchy, although in other
ways than might first be thought.

Mats Jonsson
Tuae KinG AND I - IMAGES OF MONARCHY AND PoLitics IN SWEDEN 1940

During a great part of the 20th century the Swedish Royal Family constituted
one of the most popular and commonly used motif spheres in the country’s mass
media. In the forefront of the royal imagery was the more than eighty-year-old
king Gustavus V. Like so many other high-profile spheres of Swedish public life
the mediated role of the King altered significantly during the Sec